flood defences, or during wartime when people destroyed dikes to deter enemies such as the Spanish in the sixteenth century. The tactic was also used by both sides during the Second World War (pictured are residents of Walcheren being rescued from floods in 1945, after a sea wall was breached). Strategic flooding was not always successful in deterring the enemy, de Kraker says, and caused as much damage to land and property as natural floods did. 
OPTICS

Graphene shines bright in a vacuum
Physicists have designed a 2D device that can emit bright, visible light, paving the way for ultra-thin light-emitting devices.
One-atom-thick layers of carbon called graphene can withstand the high temperatures at which they emit light. But when graphene is stuck to a surface and electricity is applied, only a small amount of light energy is released because too much energy dissipates as heat.
Young Duck Kim at Seoul National University and his colleagues got around the problem by putting a current through a piece of graphene suspended between two electrodes in a vacuum. By isolating the graphene, they were able to heat it to more than 2,500 °C and increase the level of radiation by 1,000 times compared to graphene on a substrate.
With further improvements, the device could serve as a nanoscale light emitter in ultrathin displays, say the authors. 
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